
Dart Extension to Balbriggan  

T revor Sargent has long been vocal in calling for the 
extension of the DART service to Balbriggan. Commenting 
on the project, Trevor said “This project will be a major 

boost for the many commuters using Donabate, Rush & Lusk, 
Skerries and Balbriggan stations as it will increase speed and level 
of service. However, to achieve this improvement in speed, it is 
vital that these  future DART trains do not stop at stations south 
of Howth Junction as these stations are already served by the 
Howth DART.“ 
 
The DART extension to Balbriggan was a government 
commitment due for completion by 2016. Enabling works, 
including the construction of new footbridges at stations along 
the route have already begun. But, would Fine Gael and Labour 
support the project in government? 
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Working for the Commuters of Dublin North 

Swords and METRO North 

T 
revor Sargent has been the real champion of the Metro North 
project from the outset.  Long before planning for the project 
was commenced, he had been calling for a rail link from Swords 
via the airport. Now, despite dramatic spending reductions in 

other areas, the project looks secure. In the Four Year Plan announced 
by the government in December, the Metro project is still firmly on 
track, with construction due to begin in 2012.  

 
When it commences, Metro North will offer Swords and other Dublin North commuters a very attractive and efficient 
means of travelling to Dublin city centre and the airport. The grave disruption recently experienced in Dublin North due 
to snow emphasises the need for more weather-proof public transport.  Not only that, the presence of this high speed 
transport link will make possible a huge increase in business, and therefore jobs, in the area. The construction phase 
itself will create over 4,000 jobs and as many as 37,000 jobs when the service is fully operational. “Swords will become an 
even more attractive location for businesses, with reliable, easy access for workers and customers.” Trevor said. 
 
“One of the reasons why the project should go ahead is that a great deal of the necessary funding is coming from non-
government sources. That, and the fact that construction costs are now considerably lower than when the project was 
first planned, means that METRO North now makes better sense than ever.”  
 
Trevor concluded with a warning to Dublin North voters, “Metro north was a government commitment while the 

Greens were in government. But would a Fine Gael / Labour coalition deliver it?” 

Doubling of Rail Tracks in Dublin North   

I arnrod Eireann is currently considering a plan to double 
sections of the rail track in Fingal to 
permit the Belfast-Dublin trains to 

run separately from commuter/DART 
trains. Trevor Sargent has urged 
Iarnrod Eireann to implement this plan 
without delay.  

Some rebuilding of rail bridges may be 
necessary. In the case of the rail bridge 
in Skerries, Trevor wants this rebuild to 
permit busses to pass underneath the 
bridge. This would open up the 
possibility of separate bus services for 
Rush and Lusk. 

Other Rail Initiatives…. 

Sargent, a regular train user, 
boarding the train in 
Balbriggan. 

February 2011 
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Balbriggan– Bray Cycle and Walkway 

Trevor has campaigned for a cycleway and path across the 
Broadmeadow and Rogerstown estuaries and onward to Skerries 
and Balbriggan for many years. With the Green Party in 
government, he was able to ensure that the plan was 
incorporated in the Programme for Government. It remains to be 

seen if this will remain a government commitment after the 

election. 

The collapse of the railway bridge over the Broadmeadow meant 
that emergency engineering work had to be undertaken. Whilst 
the incident itself was regrettable, the necessary repairs 
presented a valuable opportunity, with engineers and equipment 
on site. With Trevor’s encouragement, Irish Rail engineers were 
able to put in place the pilings necessary for the cycle and 
walkway crossing once the railway bridge was rebuilt. This was a 
significant step toward the completion of the new path. Fingal 
County Council have already received a Smarter Travel grant of 
€757,000 to develop the Skerries-Balbriggan segment of this cycle 
way. “The tourist potential for Fingal is massive,” Trevor said, “the  
path can easily connect with Ardgillan, Newbridge and Malahide 
Castle parks. I will continue to press for progress on the 
construction if re-elected”.  

Malahide Rail Bridge Collapse 

T 
he collapse of the Malahide Estuary bridge in August 2009 provided 

a number of valuable lessons. One lesson was just how responsive 

and flexible the bus service could be. Within days of the collapse and 

the subsequent suspension of train services north of Malahide, bus services 

were filling the gap for most people. To this day, some users have continued 

to use the bus service. 

Perhaps more importantly, lessons on safety and inspection procedures were also learned. Or 

were they? Trevor Sargent, along with fellow Green Party Senator Mark Dearey, expressed 

strong dissatisfaction with responses given by the Railway Safety Commission at a meeting of 

the Joint Transport Committee. The Commission were being questioned on their findings 

following the collapse of the viaduct. 

Trevor acknowledged that 16 recommendations were 

made and were being acted upon. But, he said: “There 

was a litany of failures cited in the Rail Accident 

Investigation Report. If this were a road accident caused 

by an engineering failure, it could result in prosecution for dereliction of duty. An un-

roadworthy vehicle can land its owner in court. Yet, in spite of several warnings, Iarnród 

Éireann allowed the viaduct to remain unfit for purpose. I believe that those responsible 

must face the law. No real reassurance was given that the standards of inspection or 

training for inspectors has been clearly defined or that every box on the safety inspection checklists can be ticked. Heads need to 

roll on this. And Minister Dempsey must demand them before we can be assured that a new, adequate safety regime is in 

place.” 

Bridge reconstruction works in progress. 

Trevor Sargent discussing progress on the 
reconstruction of the bridge with Barry 
Kenny of Iarnród Éireann. 

The railway bridge, just hours after it collapsed. 

Transport  and The Greens in Government 

• Protection of Metro North 

• CO2 emissions-based car tax system reduces cost 

of cleaner, more efficient vehicles and lowers road 

tax 

• Cycle to Work Scheme allows thousand to buy 

bikes and save on income tax at the same time 

• €5,000 grant scheme for switching to electric 

vehicles 

• Bikes now carried on trains and DART 

• €757,000 secured for Balbriggan and Skerries 

cycling scheme 

• Progress on Balbriggan to Bray cycle and walkway, 

making it part of the Programme for Government 

• Dublin Bike scheme a huge success. 
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Malahide Shuttle Bus 

T revor Sargent has criticised Dublin Bus before the 

Transport Committee for opposing the introduction of 

the privately-funded shuttle bus connecting Seabury 

and Robbs Wall via the train station in Malahide. Trevor said “A 

survey of rail passengers living in the Malahide area is 

revealing. Only 7% of rail commuters use existing bus services 

to get to the station. This leaves 93% of Malahide rail users for 

whom Dublin Bus does not provide an adequate service. I reject 

the Department of Transport line that  the current service is 

adequate. A local shuttle service which is punctual, dependable 

and affordable is needed as an alternative to car use. I propose 

the Department of Transport be invited before the Committee 

to pursue this matter.” The Committee endorsed this proposal as a matter of urgency.  

For more on the Malahide Shuttle visit www.malahideshuttle.ie. 

Cycling Initiatives 

I n other Green Party initiatives, the Dublin Bikes Scheme has been a resounding success with over 44,000 users signing up. With 

encouragement from Trevor, the scheme is to be expanded into north County Dublin. Similar schemes are being planned for 

towns in the area, including Balbriggan. 

The Cycle-to-Work Scheme has allowed thousands of people to purchase bikes and safety equipment in a very tax-efficient way. 

Purchasers of bikes can save as much as 47% of the cost (depending on their tax bracket). 

A National Cycling Network is being planned for the entire country, linking most population centres and tourist destinations. The 

implementation of this plan by the National Roads Authority aims to encourage cycling as a transport mode, leisure activity, and 

tourist attraction in Ireland.  

In January 2010  three quarters of a million euro from the Government’s Smarter Travel Projects Fund was awarded to Fingal County 

Council to develop cycling in Skerries and Balbriggan  

Bikes on Trains and DART 

“Another Fingal Greens objective realized”, says local TD Trevor 

Sargent, commenting on news from Iarnród Éireann that bikes can 

now be taken free of charge on off-peak commuter trains and the 

DART. 

Welcoming the positive response by Iarnród Éireann to his calls for 

greater integration of bike and rail services, local TD and cyclist 

Sargent said “This development is a bonus to visitors to north County 

Dublin. Allowing cyclists take bikes on off-peak trains brings us into 

line with many European countries and will open up more possibilities for leisure cyclists as well as commuters working outside the 

traditional peak hours. I for one will be using the train more with my bike and leaving the car at home, reducing traffic congestion and 

pollution. My only criticism is that Iarnrod Eireann must alter the regulations to allow southbound trains to carry bikes all day after 

10.00am, not just until 3.30pm. There’s plenty of space on the late afternoon city-bound trains so that would make good sense.” 

Senator Mark Deary (Louth), Ciaran Cuffe TD (Dún Laoghaire), Minister for 
Sustainable Transport, Senator Dan Boyle (Cork) and Trevor Sargent TD from 
Balbriggan taking advantage of the opportunity to bring their bikes onto the 
DART after the Green Party Think-In in Malahide in January. 

Photo: Malahide Shuttle Group 

Bikes can now be carried free of charge on DART and 

Commuter train services between 10.00am and 3.30pm, 

and after 7.00pm, Monday to Friday and all day Saturday 

and Sunday (excluding fixture weekends). 
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Taxi Regulator “needs to show some common sense” 

T revor Sargent has called on the Taxi Regulator to relax the rule that requires taxi and hackney owners to 

replace their vehicle once it is more than 9 years old.  

Commenting on a recent meeting with a concerned constituent, he said “This is the most absurd and potentially wasteful 

imposition and is unfair to many careful and conscientious hackney and taxi man or 

woman. A Green-minded regulator would encourage good levels of car maintenance in spite 

of vehicle age. I am aware that many well kept cars run very well beyond the 10 year cut off 

point. I have told the Taxi Regulator this already in the past on a number of occasions and 

again I have written asking for a meeting with the Regulator following a conversation with a badly 

affected hackney driver.” 

 

“I recently met with a constituent who has been a hackney driver for 23 years and has a perfect driving record. He is also being 

squeezed out by the entry of many new hackneys bought with redundancy money by newly unemployed people who think hackney 

driving is a reasonable earner. Sadly this has flooded the market and he would be lucky to take in €300 gross in a week. This means 

working 7 days a week out early and back late, or more often than not waiting around for the rare jobs coming his way now. 

 

“Meanwhile the Regulator has increased the 5 year license fee from €3 to €250. The banks are refusing to release funding to buy a 

younger vehicle and at 56 years of age, my friend is not sure how else he can earn a living. Again I appeal to Ms Catherine Doyle, the 

Taxi Regulator to hear these cries of desperation, to heed the calls for a Greener and fairer approach to licensing well maintained 

older vehicles, and act quickly to restore confidence of the industry in her office. I await the Regulator's 

reply and I look forward to discussing these matters with her as soon as possible.” 

Electric Cars and Bikes are Here 

T he Greens in Government have made motoring less polluting and, for 

those who choose fuel efficient cars, cheaper for the motorist. 

According to Trevor Sargent, the advent of electric cars, supported by 
the ESB’s roll-out of thousands of charging points, represents another 

way of reducing the impact of cars on the environment. 

Commenting on the increasing availability of electric bikes and cars, he said 
“With our relatively short journeys and fairly flat terrain, electric vehicles, both 
bikes and cars, are sure to be very popular. And with the government providing  
generous incentives, it makes a lot of sense to switch to these less polluting, 
low carbon, vehicles.” 

Buyers of electric cars will avoid Vehicle Registration Tax and benefit from a 
€5,000 Government grant. The ESB will provide the charging infrastructure in 
the homes of the new owners of electric cars. Several manufacturers are now 
offering electric vehicles on the Irish market. 

Deputy Sargent being shown a new Mitsubishi electric prototype by Leo 
Bentley, MD of Castle Rock Motors, Donabate, before taking it for a test drive 
around Fingal.  
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Trevor Sargent TD 
“Doing the right thing” 

 
 

Constituency Office:  
2 Glebeview House, Rivermall, Main St., Swords. 

T: (01) 8900 360 
E: Trevor.Sargent@oir.ie 
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Trevor visiting TMG Cycles on Strand Street in Skerries 
where he got to try out their latest range of electric 
scooters.   


